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March 1 6, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU PROFESSOR SELECTED TO TEACH BGU TELECOURSE
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University Assistant Dean of the College of Arts and
Humanities Jeffrey Lynch will bring the "classics" alive in a telecourse that will
introduce students to the great questions and issues that have confronted humankind
since its inception.
Lynch was selected to teach the 1993-94 Board of Governors Universities
telecourse on "Living Literature: The Classics and You" from among faculty members
at the five BGU universities who submitted telecourse proposals.
He began producing the 15-week telecourse in January at Governors State
University. Students attend discussions of the texts in a television studio and classes
are videotaped.
The classes will be presented at another time as a GSU class on television.
The telecourse will also be made available to other BGU universities and to universities
and community colleges throughout the country, as well as to cable and public
broadcasting stations.
Lynch said the telecourse will introduce students to the primary literary texts
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that have shaped Western culture.

"I will challenge students to think about cultural

tradition and its place today while demonstrating the vitality of texts."
He has selected works from the Bible, Homer, Sophocles, Moliere, Voltaire,
Goethe, Flaubert, Tolstoy and Kafka, among others. Their writings will be used in the
discussion of war and violence, art and the artist, God and religion, illusion and reality
and the problems of gender, identity and love.
"Doing a telecourse such as this provides us with a rare opportunity to
demonstrate to students that the issues raised by great literature are not confined to
purely academic discussion.

I hope to let students see real people dealing with

personal and societal issues who are wrestling on a daily basis with the very real
human problems raised by the particular text under discussion," Lynch said.
For his telecourse, Lynch recently visited England for location footage and interviews with world renowned British scholars. Among his guests were A.D. Nuttall,
New College, Oxford; Alison Finch, Jesus College, Oxford; Zyg Baranski, Reading
University; and Michael Hattaway, David Clines and Rachel Falconer, University of
Sheffield.
Nuttall, the author of many books for Oxford University Press, spoke to Lynch
about Virgil's Aeneid. Finch's topic was Flaubert's Madame Bovary. Baranski, the
author of several books on Dante and a member of the executive board of the
International Dante Society, discussed Divine Comedy.
Hattaway shared his expertise on Hamlet. He is the editor of a Cambridge
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History of Renaissance Drama and a new edition of essays on Hamlet. Clines, the
author of several books on the Book of Job, shared his expertise on that subject;
while Falconer discussed Milton's Paradise Lost.
Lynch also had the opportunity to interview Maynard Mack from Yale
University, the editor of The Norton Anthology of World Masteroieces; Willard Gaylin,
M.D., author of Adam and Eve and Pinnochio: On Being and Becoming Human; Rabbi
Harold Kushner, author of When Bad Things Happen to Good People; and former
Illinois State Supreme Court Justice Seymour Simon, who discussed Sophocles'
Antigone.
Interview settings included Chalfont St. Giles, Milton's cottage; Stratfordupon-Avon, Shakespeare's cottage; and the Norman-era St. Lawrence church and
graveyard in Eyames.
Lynch, who has been at Eastern since 1976, has eight years of experience in
television production. He is currently producer and host/moderator of his own
colloquium, a one-hour roundtable discussion program on WEIU-TV.
David Ainsworth, coordinator of instructional development at GSU, is directing
the telecourse project. For more information, call him at (708) 534-7270.
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